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This 'sadasat' nature is denoted by Meykandar as W^
adu ^.dal' (^^! ^^^^eb) and is paraphrased as yadonyu
parrin adan iyalb^y nirral (uJfrffl^fTfiorgy ufp^esr ^{SOTT @jiu6b

ufriu fEppeb) by Tayumanavar. These mean that the soul
becomes one with whatever it is associated with or attached
to. That is to say, whatever its own nature or individuality
may be, when it becomes united with another, it loses its
own characteristics and individuality and partakes of the
nature of the thing it unites with and completely marges
itself in the other. It is to be noted that the saSa3t
characteristic of the sou! is in general consonance with the
Tamil tradition.4      Tiruvaliuvar says,

'Just as the water changeth with its soil's taste and
hue. So too a man's own nature changeth with his company
too!5 The water falling from the sky is colourless and
tasteless, but as it touches the earlh, it becomes sweet or
dirty or discoloured according to the nature of the soil,
losing thereby its individuality and purity- So does a man
become good or bad according to the association he forms*
It is because of the soul's strong tendency to identify
itself with its environment that sage Tayumanavar sings,

" Oh ! for tho day when I shall be in inseparable union
with the wise, ever stable One,
Even as now I am in inseparable union with the
primal Impurity/'6

The Siwjnwa Bodham written by Meykandar is the
basic text of Saiva Siddhanta. It is short in extent and
very terse in style. Meykandar's disciple, Aru?nandi Sivam
wrote a commentary rn verse on the SivajJiana BodMmand
this is called Sivaj&ana Siddhiy^r. The Sivajnwa Bodham
is called the basic text feudal nul) and Siddhiyar is termed
as a derivative work (^P nW). Umapati Sivam wrote the
SivapraJcasam, elucidating points not explained in the two
earlier works and leaving out those aspects which were